Hans Fransen

His Work; His Life



1931-1955

“The waves of artistic creativity introduced by the Renaissance
and Baroque eras”



1931 - 1955

Amsterdam

Aerial photograph of Amsterdam in Old Towns and Villages of the Cape, Jonathan Ball, Cape Town, 2006 Hans Fransen
2006




1955-1959

“The life of a colonial land-surveyor must have been both an
arduous and an adventurous one.”



1955 - 1958

Survey Assistant, Department of Water Affairs

Cape Town Harbour, Cape Town ¢.1955 The South African Railways and Harbours Publicity and Travel Departments
HiltonT@Flickr



1955 - 1958

Survey Assistant, Department of Water Affairs

Pretoria City Hall, Pretoria c.1955 The South African Railways and Harbours Publicity and Travel Departments
HiltonT@Flickr



1955 - 1958

Survey Assistant, Department of Water Affairs

g_'

Magoebaskloof, Old Transvaal c.1955 The South African Railways and Harbours Publicity and Travel Departments
HiltonT@Flickr



1958 - 1960

Press and Cultural Affairs Assistant, French Embassy, Pretoria and Cape Town

-

Union Buildings, Pretoria c.1955 The South African Railways and Harbours Publicity and Travel Departments
HiltonT@Flickr



1958 - 1960

Press and Cultural Affairs Assistant, French Embassy, Pretoria and Cape Town
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Kronendal, Hout Bay ¢.1959 The South African Railways and Harbours Publicity and Travel Departments
HiltonT@Flickr



1958 - 1960

Press and Cultural Affairs Assistant, French Embassy, Pretoria and Cape Town

Rhone, Franschhoek 1959 Hans Fransen
1959



1960 -1969

”The most beautiful street in our country, Dorp Street?”



1960 - 1962

Editorial Assistant and Proof Reader, Die Burger
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Cape Town Foreshore c. 1965 The South African Railways and Harbours Publicity and Travel Departments
HiltonT@Flickr
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1962 - 1964

Acting Curator, Michaelis Collection

Wupperthal werf 1962 Hans Fransen
1962



1962 - 1964

Acting Curator, Michaelis Collection

Hans and Marie Anneen Fransen on their wedding day in 1963




1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum
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THE OLD HOUSES
OF THE CAPE

The Old Houses of the Cape (co-author: Dr Mary Cook), A.A. Balkema, Cape Town, 1965 Hand Fransen
1965



1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum

‘STELLENBOSCH OP SY MOOISTE OMSTREEKS 1860 g STELLENBOSCH AT ITSMOST PICTURESQUE €850

Stellenbosch at its most Picturesque ¢.1860 Hans Fransen
1966



1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum
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Hans Fransen

Drawings of Willemstad in 1648 and Cape Town in 1660
1966



1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum

Stellenbosch Museum Christmas Cards Jozef Smit
2012




1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum

Hans Fransen together with Willem Malherbe documenting Moravian Hill before the demolition of District Six Willem Malherbe
2012



HANS FRANSEN

Architectural

BEAUTY OF THE

old Cape

AS SEEN BY

Arthur Elliott

A A BALKEMA

The Architectural Beauty of the Cape as seen by Arthur Elliott, A. A. Balkema, Cape Town, 1969.

1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum

Jozef Smit
2012




1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum

Plate 24: Front of Saasveld, Cape Town Cape Archives
E&382



1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum

R PRk 7

Plate 28: Burial Vault at Oranjezicht, Cape Town Cape Archives
E1971



1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum

Plate 31: Cottage at Bichopscourt, Cape Town Cape Archives
E5803



1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum

Plate 91: Gateway to Poultry yard, Parel Vallei Cape Archives
E1593



1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum
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The earthquake struck Tulbagh at 22h04 on 29 September 1969 Willem Malherbe
1969



1965 - 1969

Curator, Stellenbosch Museum

The opening of Church Street on 14 March 1974 Jihan Kuus
1974



1970 -1979

“many minds thinking about matters that had never been
questioned before”



1970 - 1974

Curator, Groot Constantia

the cape chair

die
kaapse stoel

The Cape Chair / Die Kaapse Stoel, Stellenbosch Museum, Stellenbosch, 1970 Hans Fransen
1971



1970 - 1974

Curator, Groot Constantia

The Oaks (Hartebeeskraal), near Greyton 1971 Hans Fransen
1971




1970 - 1974

Curator, Groot Constantia

The Oaks (Hartebeeskraal), near Greyton 1971 Hans Fransen
1971




1970 - 1974

Curator, Groot Constantia

The Oaks (Hartebeeskraal), near Greyton 1971 Hans Fransen
1971




1970 - 1974

Curator, Groot Constantia

The Oaks (Hartebeeskraal), South Facade, 2010 Jozef Smit
2010




1970 - 1974

Curator, Groot Constantia

The Oaks (Hartebeeskraal), North Facade, 2010 Jozef Smit
2010




Groot Constantia, Cape Town 1972
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1970 - 1974

Curator, Groot Constantia

Jozef Smit
2012



1975 - 1980
Assistant Director, S.A. National Gallery

OVER HISTORICAL

SN

STELLENBOSCE

IE:*w s Fromsen:

Discover Historical Stellenbosch / Ontdek Historiese Stellenbsch (co-author: Christo Botha), HAUM, Stellenbosch, 1979 Christo Botha
1979



1975 - 1980

Assistant Director, S.A. National Gallery

L 4

Discover Historical Stellenbosch Christo Botha
1979



1975 - 1980

Assistant Director, S.A. National Gallery

Discover Historical Stellenbosch Christo Botha
1979



1980 -1989

“The new amidst the old”



1980 - 1989

f

THE OLD BUILDINGS OF
THE CAPE

Hans Fransen and Mary Alexander Cook
y w-’fw‘,ﬁﬁawm'
o
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A A Balkema / Cape Town

The Old Buildings of the Cape (co-author: Dr Mary Cook), A.A. Balkema, Cape Town, 1981 Hans Fransen
1971



drie eene

KUNS IN

SUID-AFRIKA

beeldende kuns
boukuns
toegepasie kuns

Drie Eeue Kuns in Suid-Afrika, Anreith, Scottsville, 1981

18.12

1980 - 1989

Senior Lecturer History of Art, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg

Godfried Lotter (geb, | 780} in samewerking tet Jaseph
Arrowsmith, Dié beker is egter senvoudiger van vorm al
het div dieselfde oorvormige handwdtsels: ‘n taamlik
subwer klussieke varm, Ouk die versiering en graveorwerk
— waarskynlik van die hand van Arrowsmith s een-
voudiger, en geheel in die beskaafibe styl van. die
Regenicy, met akantusblare lings die voet, touvormige
bande langs die bekerrind en nbwerk op die deksal, be-
kroon deur ‘0 figuurtjie met 'noanker (die Hoop)

n Vergelyking vim heerdic beker met dié wat jn 1879
gan John Falvbaim, redubireur van die SA Cc ial

P82 Velkikme: sowerk iy stinkfow et shank, 1 792, Drosfdy-
mregeniim, Swellendam (HF). 1813 Resbank mer iilegwerk, ge-
maak vie WoLAL Posto? jor 18067 (KAJ. (8 10 Vergomeling
Kaapse | Wooidstock “glas, ca, IS8ES (FV). 1815 Snuifdoos
vt Kaapse silwer gomaonieer op nineskulp, LM Lotter, ca, L850
(M),

sels met maskers aon die beker vasgeheg, die Stellen
bosse wapen omeing dewr ‘n krans, en i pynappel ho
op die deksel) is weliswaar eklekties maze moof uilgevoee
en nog nel binne dic perke van die gocie smaak:

Advertiser, yeskenk is, toon beter a5 snigiets anders die
verskille tussen die beskaafde ingetoénhewd van die
Regency en die soms 1ot vulgariteit vervallende oon
Indenheid van hangende el van die loter
19de eeu die begin van die Victoraanss styl. Die
maker yan die Fairbaim-beker (vir die som van £13500)
wits Lawrénee Twentymun, wat in die Advertiser geroem
is vir die Jbeauty and chasteness’ van sy antwerp. Die
trompetvorm van die beker self is redelik genveg, manr
vérregaand s die handvatsels in die viorm van volule, die
voetstuk mel vier bokpote war selfs vir die ligsinnigste
rococo-smaak van driskwart-cen levore onaanvagrbay
sou gewees het, assok die aangeplakte plantaardige
dekomsies sonder respek vir diz hekervorm

In alle billikheid jeens Twemtyman moel genoent
word dat hy twee faar teyore die maker was van 'n heel-
wal mooier stuk, ‘n beker wat die burgers van Stellen-
bosch geskenk het aan hul tanddras, D, 1 van Ryneveld
Dit woon dieselide trompetvorm, egter sonder die vies-
poot onder die basis. Die gedrewe en gegriveerde oma-
ment (hande van didweirosse en blare. klein handvat-

Ny aurdig is iop die patroon war Twetlymat et
ook 3y tydgenont Fredrk Waldek aangebrng hel op die
landvatsels van hulle vurke en lepels, die skulpmotief in
Engeland bekend as die King's pattern’

Hoewel van weinig kunshistorisse waarde, moet hier

lledigheidshalwe dig kor Jige bestaan van "n Raap-
stadse plasnyweiheid genoem word, nl. van 187-ca.
1885, Dip sp. Woodstovkse glas’ besit grotendecls die
vorms v die destydse Engelse Victarisanse glaswerk,
en 15 feitlik wishuitlik versice met die 1oe gebruiklike
varingpairoon, egler bae grol met die slypsieen sange-
bring. Dit, en die betreklike dikheid van die glas mask
hierdie Kaapse glas gemaklik herkenbaar.

Volkskunsvlyt en koperware

Hierdic bock wil ook nie meer as slegs i die verby-
gaan verwys na die hastuan in die e eed vimn verskil:
lende soarte volkskunsylyt in Suld-Atrika, Baie volop 35
dit juis nie, en dit dareer feithik alles nit dic Engelse tyd.
Vrowens — meestal jong meisles — het hulle soms on-
ledig gehou met die muak van merklappe en ormamentele
bardunrwerk, Dasr i goeie voorhéelde in die Paarlse

1513

&4

1515

Hans Fransen het -argitektuur
pestudeer  in - Amsterdam, sy
geboortestad, en kunsgeskiede-
s aan  die Universiteit van
Suid-Afrika. My was agtereen-
volgens  kurator  van  die
Michaelis-versumeling, van die
Stellenbosch-museum en Groot
Constantis, en was van 1972
tot 1980  Assistent-direkteur
van die S.A. Nasionale Kuns
museum in Kaapstad, Tans is
hy Senior Lektor in Kuns
veskiedenis dan die Universiteil
van Ndtal, Pictermaritzburg, Sy
vrou, Anneen, is."n ervare Kung
enderwyseres.  Hans Fransen
was jarelank voorsitter van die
Wes-Kaaplandse streek van die
S.A Kunsvereniging, en was van
1975 tot 1978 hierdie liggaam
se Nasionale Vise-president. Hy
is aktief in die Stigting Simon
van der Stel en "n nasionale
Raadslid van die S.A Museums-
vereniging, Hy het bekendheid
verwerf as skrywer van falle
artikels en verskeie handbocke
oor kultuur- en kunshistoriese
onderwerpe, 0.,

The old Houses of the Cape

Architectural Beauty of the
Old Cape as seén by Arthur
Elliott (1969)

Dic Kaapse Sloel (1971)
Groot  Constantia  (1972)
Chds vir die Museums van
Sulder-Afrika  (1969,1977),
Ontdek  Historiese  Stellen-
bosch (Medeskrywer: Christo
Botha) (1979),

Hans Fransen
1971



1980 - 1989

Senior Lecturer History of Art, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg

THREE CENTURIES |
OF SOUTH AFRICAN

ART Fine Art Applied Arts
AL Architecture

HANS FRANSEN

Three Centuries of South African Art, Donker, Johannesburg, 1982




1980 - 1989

Senior Lecturer History of Art, University of Natal, Pietermaritzburg
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Chapter: Architecture: The new amidst the old, J. Laband and R Haswell (editors), Pietermaritzburg 1838-1988, Pietermaritzburg 1988 Hans Fransen
1988




1990 -1999

In South Africa we have a constant interaction of different
influences”



1990 - 1999

Director, Michaelis Collection

Old Townhouse, home of the Michaelis Collection Cape Archives
E1968



1990 - 1999

Director, Michaelis Collection

Michaelis Collection, Frans Hals Room




1990 - 1999

Director, Michaelis Collection
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The Old Town House
- C&pﬁ Town

A Cape Camera, Jonathan Ball, Johannesburg, 1994 Michaelis Collection, Waanders, Zwolle, 1997




2001 -

“This may be our last chance”



2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner

Knighthood in the Order of Orange-Nassau




2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner
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The Old Buildings of the Cape, Jonathan Ball, Cape Town, 2004 Hans Fransen
2004



2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner
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The Old Buildings of the Cape, Jonathan Ball, Cape Town, 2004 Hans Fransen

2004



2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner
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The Old Buildings of the Cape, Jonathan Ball, Cape Town, 2004 Hans Fransen
2004



2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner
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The Old Buildings of the Cape, Jonathan Ball, Cape Town, 2004 Hans Fransen
2004



2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner
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Hans Fransen with fellow VASSA members John Kramer
2005



2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner

The Old Towns and Villages of the Cape, Jonathan Ball, Cape Town, 2006 Hans Fransen
2006



HONORARY DEGREES

IN THE YEAR UNDER REVIEW, THE UNIVERSITY

DOETAQRATES TQ SR DR HANS FRANSEMN AND

DECEMBER 2008, AND TOQ M5 ALLYSON LAWLESS AND DR REINHARS
IN MARCH 2009

HANS FRANSEN

was honoured for his formative
contribution to the extensive
documentation and preservation
of South Africa’s Cape Dutch
architecture and cultural-historical
treasures, and for his contribution
to the fostering of an appreciation
for the country's cultural heritage

Hans: Fransen Expart an Architecture and

Cultural History

Dphil, Honoris Causa, University of Stellenbosch, 2008

among South Africans and foreigners.

When Hans Fransen established
himself in Cape Town as a 24-year-old
Dutch immigrant, he began to
supplement the scarce literature

on the unigue contribution to

world culture made by Cape Dutch
architecture. Among his books are
The old houses of the Cape (1968),
The old buildings of the Cape
(2004), Old towns and villages of the
Cape (2006) and Drie eetie kuns in
Suid-Afrika (Three centuries of art

in South Africa, 1981), in which he

AWARDED FOUR

PR NJABULQ

2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner

HDMORARY
NDEBELE IN

ZIMMERMANN

emphasises the high quality of the
artwaork created by South Africa’s
indigenous people.

He was curator of the Stellenbosch
Museum and worked at Groot
Constantia, the South African
National Art Gallery and the Michaelis
Art Collection.

He was honoured with a knighthood
by the Dutch queen in 2001.

University of Stellenbosch Annual Report
2008



2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner

Erik Laubscher
A Life in Art

Hans Fransen

Erik Laubser - a Life in Art, SMAC Gallery, Stellenbosch, 2009 Hans Fransen
2009



2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner

N S

Hans Fransen, Heritage Conservationist Martiens van Bart
2011



2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner

Hans Fransen in conversation with Andre van Graan at Languedoc during an outing to Paarl, 2011 Skottie Smit
2011




2001 -

Author, Heritage Practitioner

Kari Longman
2011



